
WCMEA Members 
 
For those who may not have seen them, below are the recommendations of the NAS Report for medical 
examiners and coroners. They include the assumption that a National Institute of Forensic Science would 
be developed but, as you may know, some elements of the forensic science community are not in favor of 
such an institute. That being said, the recommendations seem to be reasonable goals, even if long term. 
Whether they are attainable is another question. 

 

 

To improve medicolegal death investigation: 

 

(a) Congress should authorize and appropriate incentive funds to the National 

Institute of Forensic Science (NIFS) for allocation to states and jurisdictions 

to establish medical examiner systems, with the goal of replacing and 

eventually eliminating existing coroner systems. Funds are needed to build 

regional medical examiner offices, secure necessary equipment, improve 

administration, and ensure the education, training, and staffing of medical 

examiner offices. Funding could also be used to help current medical 

examiner systems modernize their facilities to meet current Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention-recommended autopsy safety requirements. 

 

(b) Congress should appropriate resources to the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH) and NIFS, jointly, to support research, education, and training in 

forensic pathology. NIH, with NIFS participation, or NIFS in collaboration 

with content experts, should establish a study section to establish goals, to 

review and evaluate proposals in these areas, and to allocate funding for 

collaborative research to be conducted by medical examiner offices and 

medical universities. In addition, funding, in the form of medical student 

loan forgiveness and/or fellowship support, should be made available to 

pathology residents who choose forensic pathology as their specialty. 

 

(c) NIFS, in collaboration with NIH, the National Association of Medical 

Examiners, the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators, and 

other appropriate professional organizations, should establish a Scientific 

Working Group (SWG) for forensic pathology and medicolegal death 

investigation. The SWG should develop and promote standards for best 

practices, administration, staffing, education, training, and continuing 

education for competent death scene investigation and postmortem 

examinations. Best practices should include the utilization of new 

technologies such as laboratory testing for the molecular basis of diseases 

and the implementation of specialized imaging techniques. 

 

(d) All medical examiner offices should be accredited pursuant to NIFS endorsed 

standards within a timeframe to be established by NIFS. 

 

(e) All federal funding should be restricted to accredited offices that meet NIFS endorsed 

standards or that demonstrate significant and measurable 

progress in achieving accreditation within prescribed deadlines. 



 

(f) All medicolegal autopsies should be performed or supervised by a board 

certified forensic pathologist. This requirement should take effect within a 

timeframe to be established by NIFS, following consultation with governing 

state institutions. 

 

 

 


